
 

© 2009 Virginia Living Museum·524 J. Clyde Morris Blvd·Newport News, VA 23601·757-595-1900·www.thevlm.org 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

     

INDOOR EXHIBIT GUIDE 

GRADES 3-5 ELEMENTARY LEVEL QUESTIONS 

 

Teachers! 
The questions in this exhibit guide coordinate with our living exhibits. 

Feel free to make copies as needed. 
 

VIRGINIA’S COASTAL PLAIN GALLERY 

How many species of plants and animals live in the Chesapeake Bay?     

 

Find the lizard and name it:    _______ 

  

 How is it different from other lizards?   _____________   

 

What can flounder do to hide from their prey and predators?  _________  

                

 

CYPRESS SWAMP  

 Swamps have           times the number of birds of the surrounding pinelands.  

 

NAME AN ANIMAL IN THIS EXHIBIT THAT…. 

 

 smells with its tongue           

 

  protects itself with a hard shell          

 

  lives in a hollow tree            
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VIRGINIA’S PIEDMONT AND MOUNTAINS GALLERY 

 

At the Fall line in Richmond, the James River falls          feet in 6 miles. 

 

When do Yellow Perch migrate upriver to spawn?     

 

Circle the main defense chipmunks have against corn snakes: 

 

 Color to blend in  Sharp teeth Speed to reach shelter Warm fur 

 

                

 

APPALACHIAN MOUNTAIN COVE 

Give an example of a cold-climate plant that lives in the Appalachians 

now that once lived throughout Virginia during the ice ages:   

             

 

The Blue Ridge Mountains are made of greenstone, a rock that tells us the mountains 

were once           

                

VIRGINIA’S WORLD OF DARKNESS GALLERY 

  Write in the nocturnal animal next to its adaptation  

 

Silent wings         

   

Sensitive eyebrows and whiskers      

  

Periscope eyes         

                

VIRGINIA’S UNDERGROUND GALLERY & STAIRCASE  

How long ago would you have lived in order to have seen  

a Virginia dinosaur making tracks? Over    million years ago 

 

What is the average temperature of the deepest parts of a Virginia Cave? _   _°F 
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OUTDOOR HABITATS EXHIBIT GUIDE 

GRADES 3-5 ELEMENTARY LEVEL QUESTIONS 

OTTER   

What adaptations make an otter a good swimmer?      

                  

                                                                                                    

RACCOON 

 

Do raccoons hibernate over the winter? (Check one)  Yes     No      

                 

COASTAL PLAIN AVIARY  

  Match the parts of a heron=s body with how each helps it survive: 

 

WIDE TOES     To wade in water 

 

LONG LEGS     To stab fish 

 

SHARP BEAK     To reach underwater 

 

LONG NECK     To keep from sinking in mud 

                

RED WOLF 

How are red wolves different from gray wolves? 

(Circle all that are true differences.) 

 

reds are bigger  reds are smaller  reds don’t make noise  reds eat deer 

 

reds have red fur 

                

  Which fox is better camouflaged in its exhibit? (Circle one) 

FOX    

                RED FOX            GRAY FOX
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COYOTE 

Circle the adaptations that helped coyotes expand to the eastern United States: 

 

  being furry  intelligence  hunting skills   

 

    speed   howling 

                
DEPENDING ON THE SEASON, EITHER THE SKUNK OR OPOSSUM WILL BE ON EXHIBIT. 

SKUNK   

 What is the youngest a skunk can be to spray its musk? (Check one) 

 

  From birth   3 days old      1 week old   2 weeks old 

              

OPOSSUM   

 Can an adult opossum hang by its tail? (Check one)  Yes   No    

                  ________________________     

WHITE-TAILED DEER 

 Feel the deer footprints on the sign.  Deer feet are called..... (Circle one) 

  

                    PAWS  HOOVES  TOES  HANDS 

 

TURKEY   

 Can turkeys fly?                  Yes                     No 

 

 Where do they sleep?         

 

                

BOBCAT 

 Feel the bobcat footprint on the sign.  Do you see claw marks? (Check one) 

    Yes        No.   

 

Why? (Check the correct box): 

9 Bobcats have no claws  

9 Bobcat claws stick straight up   
9 Bobcat claws fold up into pockets on the foot 


